RUSS HUDSON “mini CV”.

I left UCSL in November 1982, on a Friday (Guy Fawkes Day!!) after a nice lunch with Malcolm Savage, Ranald Bain and many others. 

On Monday morning I was at a Capgemini office in Paris understanding very little and without any of the right paperwork to start work. With the help of my wife, Lisa Pascual, who used to work for Christine Allchorn around 1980 for 18 months or so, I got the administrative stuff sorted out, and went off to meet my new Capgemini project manager at the BNP bank in Paris.

I carried on in the French banking industry until 1991, when I changed jobs completely, starting 17 years with Capgemini in Paris as part of their international business. I was variously technical writer and translator, manager of the technical writing team, a knowledge manager, worked for a time on new product development, and ended up as operations manager for Capgemini’s global alliance with IBM. 

I retired at the end of 2008, not because I particularly wanted to stop working, but Capgemini had changed from a company very like UCSL in the 1980s to a bit of a pressure machine by 2008. I know that this is common enough today but I didn’t feel like hanging around and playing the P&L game.

I’m now working a few days a week in a local company that is a strategic supplier for the Pharma industry, very profitable but still very human. I look after some internal processes, and do some business intelligence work. I also do some French to English translations for other companies when I can but luckily I don’t have to live on the proceeds!!

Lisa and I live in the country in Normandy, near Evreux. We have two daughters and I also have a daughter by my first marriage who lives in the UK. We have a number of animals - 5 cats, Lisa has 2 horses and we have about 9 chickens running around in the garden.

Lisa is teaching English in a number of local companies, and has been on the local council for about 15 years. As a deputy mayor, this consumes a lot of her time, and apart from “official” business, she also get bothered by lost dogs, people annoying their neighbours with garden fires or noisy parties, and people whose internet connections don’t work.

 In the last few years I decided to start playing the guitar again – but properly. So I took lessons, and I’m still taking them, and it definitely makes a difference. Should have done it years ago!!

